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Agenda 

•  Purpose of the portfolio review 
•  Differences between Research and 

Design portfolios 
•  What to include in a research portfolio 
•  Research Portfolio Examples 
•  Tips 



Purpose 

•  Interviewee’s Point of View 
– Show and describe your work 
– Show breadth/depth of experience 
– Set the tone for follow-up interviews 
– Show your relationship to the company you’re 

applying to; why you’re excited to be there 
– Show what you can offer to the company 



Purpose 

•  Interviewer’s Point of View 
– Who are you?  
– What experiences have you had? 
– What projects are you proud of? 
– What sets you apart from other candidates? 
– Evaluate soft skills: 

•  Presentation skills/Storytelling skills 
•  Time management skills 
•  Organization skills 
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Research vs. Design Portfolios 
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design	  
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*Look	  at	  design	  porAolios	  and	  think	  about	  how	  you	  would	  tell	  the	  story	  from	  a	  research	  point-‐of-‐view	  



Research Portfolio Outline 

•  Background  
– Education 
– Work Experience 
– Research approach/motivation 

•  Projects 
– 2-5 projects 

•  Summary/Closing 



Research Portfolio 

•  3-5 Case studies or projects 
– Project goals 
– Process & considerations 
– Research design 
– Key findings 
–  Insights 
– Final results 
– Outputs and deliverables 
– Outcome and impact 



Research Portfolio 

•  How 
– How you approached it? 
– Why you approached it that way? 

•  Outcome 
– What the outcome meant for users/customers?   
– What it meant to you? 
– Why it’s important? 

•  Your actual role 
– What you contributed? 
– What was your role (hands-on, managed, 

directed work)? 



Research Projects 

•  Choosing projects 
– Each should have a purpose 
– Represent your best work 
– Show breadth of skills and experience 
– Relevant to the position 
– Demonstrate career progression 



RESEARCH PORTFOLIO EXAMPLES 



Presenting Tips 

•  Tell a story 
•  Answer questions but don’t let them derail 

you 
•  Keep the portfolio pace moving 



Slide Tips 

•  Slides are presentable to a large audience from a distance 
–  What needs to be read, can be read 
–  No small data points/thumbnails, unless the point is the overall 

impression 
•  Respect confidentiality 

–  Shrink content so it gives am impression, not details 
•  Backup material 

–  Include related content in appendix in case questions come up 
–  Include additional projects in appendix in case of extra time 

•  Proofread slides 
–  No misspellings 
–  No copy/paste mistakes 



Logistics 

•  Be prepared for any situation 
– Your laptop won’t project 
– No network connection 
– No projector 
– Various screen sizes (60” display, wall projector) 
– Audio doesn’t work 

•  Have back-ups 
– Presentation on your laptop 
– Presentation on a portable drive 
– Presentation printed out 
– Have adaptors 



Remember 

•  This is the time to tell your story 
•  You already “passed” at least one gate to 

get to the portfolio review 
•  Your audience is excited you are there and 

wants you to succeed 
•  Your audience is genuinely interested in 

what you have to say 



Susan Todd: suetodd@amazon.com 
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